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12. Stadiums and democracy 


     Last Tuesday, the Dallas Cowboys won a big election when Arlington, Texas, voters approved a package of taxes to build a $650 million football stadium. 

The vote

• For: 62,893, 55 percent

• Against: 50,911, 45 percent

Rocking the vote

• Campaign funds raised by Cowboys backers: $5.1 million

• Raised by opponents: $43,328

Funding

• Team's share: $325 million

• Public share: $325 million, plus unknown infrastructure

• Still to be determined: Location, design, surrounding development

Other votes Tuesday

• Improvements for Kansas City Chiefs and Royals: Defeated.  “BiState” Issue.  Combined sports/arts approach for $1.2 billion over 12-15 years.

• Required referendum for future public bonding for stadiums in St. Louis: Passed.

• No corporate naming rights on Candlestick Park in San Francisco: Passed.

Minnesota history

• 1997: Referendum that requires future referenda on public funding over $10 million cap for sports facilities in Minneapolis. Passed 70 to 30 percent.

• 1999: Referendum to raise sales tax in St. Paul for Twins ballpark. Defeated 58 to 42 percent. That and this report from The Minneapolis Star Tribune's Jay Weiner

