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	WASHINGTON - Baseball's top officials didn't need directions last week to the congressional hearing room on steroids. They know their way around Washington's halls of power. 

Major League Baseball and its owners have pumped more than $10 million into politics since 1997, a review of federal campaign finance reports found. 
The league and players union also have paid lobbyists at least $6 million since 1997 to work behind the scenes. 

"Major League Baseball has a lot to protect in Washington," said Steven Weiss, a spokesman for the Center for Responsive Politics, which monitors campaign finance and lobbying activities. 

To further protect its more than 80-year-old federal antitrust waiver, Major League Baseball in 2001 became the first and only pro sport to form a political action committee. 

"We thought it was beneficial to pool our resources and basically to do this like one-stop shopping, and PACs are something that are pretty common in Washington," baseball spokesman Rich Levin said. 

Among the those who accepted some of the $355,000 distributed by baseball's PAC last year were the ringleaders of the congressional hearings into steroid use. House Government Reform Committee Chairman Tom Davis (R-Va.) got $2,000, and the ranking Democrat, Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), received $1,000. 

Since the 2000 election, President Bush, ex-owner of the Texas Rangers, has enjoyed the biggest windfall from baseball execs, taking in millions with the help of front-office cronies. 

In the 2000 election, owners kicked in at least $500,000 in now-banned soft-money contributions to the Republican National Committee to help with Bush's election efforts. 

Four years later, about a dozen current or former execs stepped up to the plate to serve as Bush campaign Pioneers or Rangers, collectively raising at least $1.8 million for the reelection campaign. 

Baseball execs also helped finance groups that attacked Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry. Among the top contributors, Cincinnati Reds owner Carl Lindner gave at least $600,000 last year to an anti-Kerry group, Progress for America Voter Fund. 

And Bush has proven to be a fan of baseball's owners. On the eve of the House committee's steroid hearings, the President said he thought the league had done a good job of policing steroid use. 

The boys of summer also helped pay for Bush's inaugural celebrations this year. 

"We did raise money for the inauguration and a reason for that was the President has some friends in baseball," Levin said. 

Yet baseball's political action committee touched plenty of bases when it came to handing out campaign cash, the records showed. 

"Like any savvy lobbying group, baseball has spread its money around. ... The hope is to make as many friends as possible," Weiss said. 

From New Yorkers like former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Democratic Sen. Hillary Clinton and Democratic Rep. Carolyn Maloney, to Sens. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), baseball execs and their money are fans of many power players on Capitol Hill. 
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