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WASHINGTON - The chairman of the congressional panel vowing to get to the bottom of baseball's steroids scandal - and four of his committee members - have taken campaign cash from Major League Baseball. 

	


     ``Now that they're (MLB) facing congressional interest in steroids, they see a real need to have a strong presence, and that means lobbying and contributions,'' said Larry Noble of the Center for Responsive Politics, a D.C.-based public watchdog group. 

	


     In the 2003-2004 election cycle, MLB's political action committee contributed $216,788 to members of Congress. 

	


     Among the beneficiaries: House Government Reform Chairman Tom Davis, a Virginia Republican who received $2,000 from the MLB PAC during the two-year period and the committee's ranking Democrat, U.S. Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Calif.), who received $1,000. The committee starts its steroid hearings today. 

	


     ``Obviously, it doesn't mean we're gonna pull any punches,'' said Rob White, spokesman for Davis. White said the congressman ``has probably spent more than that on hot dogs at baseball games.'' 

	


     Five current members and one former member of the House Government Reform Committee received $8,000 during the 2003-2004 election cycle, a Herald review of federal campaign records shows. 

	


     The money was paid out by ``The Office of the Commissioner of Major League Baseball Political Action Committee'' - so when Davis presides over testimony from Baseball Commissoner Bud Selig today, he'll be hearing from a political contributor. Davis received two $1,000 donations, one last May and one in December 2003. 

	


     Nearly 100 House and Senate members from both parties received contributions from professional baseball's political action committee over the past two years, including the six committee members who took $1,000 each from the PAC last year. Panel member U.S. Rep. Stephen Lynch (D-South Boston) did not receive any campaign cash from baseball's PAC. 

	


     Overall baseball's PAC spent $372,350 on lobbying, including contributions and operating costs, to influence Capitol Hill lawmakers during the 2004 election cycle, according to federal records.  [continue]

Already this year, the PAC has raised $111,575 for its Capitol Hill operation. New York Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton's PAC ``Friends of Hillary'' received a $1,000 contribution from the baseball PAC last month, records show. The Democratic Senatorial Congressional Committee also received $15,000 from the baseball PAC. 

	


     Baseball owners have a broad agenda on Capitol Hill, including tax, anti-trust, gambling and broadcast issues. 

	


     ``They're a regulated industry and they're big business,'' said Noble. 

	


     Team owners such as John Henry of the Red Sox ownership group each gave $5,000 to the PAC last year, records show. 

	


      



	


     Major League Baseball's political action committee wrote checks to House and Senate members from both parties for more than $216,788 during the 2003-2004 election cycle. 

	


     Among those receiving contributions from the Office of the Commissioner of Major League Baseball Political Action Committee were six members of the U.S. House Government Reform Committee which is holding a hearing today on the steroid scandal in major league baseball: 

	


      

  House Government Reform Chairman Tom Davis (R-Va.): $2,000. 

	


      

  Top Democrat on House Government Reform panel Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.): $1,000 

	


      

  Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-Md.): $1,000. 

	


      

  Rep. John Carter (R-Texas): $2,000. 

	


      

  Rep. Chris Cannon (R-Utah): $1,000. 

	


      

  Rep. Edolphus Towns (D- N.Y.): $1,000.
