SBN:  The Monday Daily Dose, June 30, 2003

	Canadian Press looks at free-agency 


     

A look at the different criteria for free agents ahead of Tuesday's official kickoff to the NHL free-agency period (Note there is no Group 1 free agent category). That and this report from the Canadian Press 

- Group II (restricted): Players, 30 and younger as of June 30, who have been tendered a qualifying offer by their respective clubs and are subject to draft choice compensation and right to match. The draft choice compensation scale is based on compensation offered by the new club. 

- CP's take: The largest number of players belong to this group every year. Every team has at least half-a-dozen. And yet there's nothing "free" about these guys. There's just too much compensation to sign a Group II player. Sergei Fedorov was the last such player to get an offer sheet in February 1998 from Carolina. It was matched by Detroit. 

- Group III (unrestricted): Players age 31 or older as of June 30 with at least four years of NHL experience. 

- CP's take: These are the guys who have received the big bucks over the years, like Bill Guerin's $45-million US, five-year deal last summer with Dallas. There's a small pool of these players every year so teams over pay to acquire them. This year's class include forwards Sergei Fedorov, Teemu Selanne and Joe Nieuwendyk, and defencemen Derian Hatcher, Brian Leetch, Eric Desjardins, Bryan Marchment, Dmitry Yushkevich, Murray Baron and Glen Wesley. Jeff Hackett and Felix Potvin are the only starting goalies available. 

- Group IV (restricted): Players who have never signed an NHL contract and who become a free agent after having met the conditions for a defected player. The NHL club owning his rights must make a qualifying offer and receives only the right to match any offer sheet signed by the player with another club. 

- CP's take: Ignore this one, it's the most obscure category and is seldom used. These are usually European players drafted in the late rounds who never see the light of day this side of the ocean. They end up playing with European clubs while certain NHL teams retain their rights. 

- Group V: Players who have completed 10 pro seasons or more (NHL or minors, excluding junior hockey), and are in the final year of his contract earned less than the NHL average salary and received a timely qualifying offer. These players have the right to elect Group V unrestricted free agency once in their careers. Should a player not elect to become an unrestricted free agent, since his prior club had tendered him a qualifying offer, he would remain subject to draft choice compensation and right to match as applies to Group II free agents. 

- CP's take: These guys ALWAYS opt for unrestricted free agency. Martin Lapointe did it two years ago and got a monster contract from Boston. This year's crop includes forwards Vaclav Prospal, Todd Marchant, Jeff Shantz and defencemen Greg De Vries, Cale Hulse, Jamie Pushor and Ian Moran. 

- Group VI (unrestricted): Players age 25 or older, have completed three or more professional seasons, and in the case of a player other than a goaltender have played fewer than 80 NHL games (regular-season and playoff), or in the case of a goaltender have played fewer than 28 NHL games (regular-season and playoff). 

- CP's take: These are usually fringe players who spend most of their careers in the minors. 

- Unrestricted: Players who were not tendered a qualifying offer. 

- CP's take: This promises to be the increasing trend this summer and next as NHL clubs tighten their purses ahead of the anticipated September 2004 labour strife. Look for players under the age of 31 such as Trevor Letowski from Vancouver, Oleg Tvedovsky from New Jersey and Jonas Hoglund of Toronto to be in this group come Tuesday. That and this report from the Canadian Press
