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NFL: Determining the salary cap numbers 

July 25, 2004 VIKE0725.TERMS 
Determining the salary cap numbers:

The NFL computes a player's cap number by adding these numbers:

• Pro-rated signing bonus.

• Sum of base salary and other bonuses, including roster, option, reporting and workout bonuses

• Likely to be earned (LTBE) incentives

Example: A player signs a five-year contract. It includes:

• $5 million signing bonus

• $1 million roster bonus in first year

• First-year base salary of $500,000

• $200,000 in LTBE the first season

The player's salary cap number for that season is $2.7 million, or the sum of:

• $1 million proration (the signing bonus divided by the number of years of the contract)

• $1 million roster bonus

• $500,000 base salary

• $200,000 LTBE

NFL salary cap

figures 2004

• Team max. cap figure (total of top 51 players) (without 2003 credits): $80.6 million

• Team min. cap figure (total of top 51 players): $70.3 million 

• Vikings availability (including $14 million in 2003 credit): $94.6 million

• Vikings actual: $87.3 million (before rookies are signed) 

